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TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SERIES 42
ASSURING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION: REGULATIONS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS (2510)

§126-42-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- This legislative rule establishes the regulations for all educational programs by
improving the quality of teaching and learning in the public schools and ensuring that equal educational
opportunities include, but are not limited to: rigorous high quality content standards, engaging
instructional strategies, experiential learning programs, support programs, personnel, instructional
resources, supplies, equipment, technology integration, and facilities.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution, Article XlI, §2; and W. Va. Code §518-1-1 and 4; 18-2-5 and 6;
18-2-7a; 18-2-39; 18-2E-4, 5, 7, and 8; 18-2E-9; 18-5A-4; and 18A-1-1.

1.3. Filing Date. -- February 13, 2020.
1.4. Effective Date. -- July 1, 2020.

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. -- This legislative rule repeals and replaces W. Va. 126C5R42, West
Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) Policy 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for
Education Programs (Policy 2510), filed January 11, 2018, and effective July 1, 2018.

§126-42-2. Purpose.

2.1. The WVBE is committed to establishing rigorous academic standards and providing high quality
programs in Waest Virginia's public schools. The WVBE/West Virginia Department of Education {(WVDE)
will collaborate with parents, educators, communities, business and industry, and higher education to
fulfill this commitment. It is imperative that counties, the schools, communities, students, and families of
students cooperate to establish high expectations for student performance and become actively involved
in the education process, thereby enabling students to succeed in the classroom and the workplace, lead
healthy, rewarding, and productive lives, and participate responsibly in society.

2.2. The education program offered in West Virginia schools is defined in broad terms as all of the
education activities that take place during the instructional day and the school year. The education
program provides opportunities for students to achieve high levels of learning in programs of study
through approved content standards that prepare students to be lifelong learners and successful citizens
in a competitive global society. The education program is based upon information provided through
research relevant to best practices and promising next practices in teaching and learning. The education
program is structured and based on three programmatic levels: Early Learning Programs, Middle School
Programs, and High School Programs. Each county shall establish policies and implement written
procedures to define its education program in accordance with the definitions and requirements that
follow.
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2.3. Each county education program shall provide the necessary resources, including technology, to
ensure that students attain high standards of performance. At early levels, students will achieve
proficiency in the basic skills of literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, learning skills, and
technology tools. Achievement of these skills will provide the foundation for later intellectual challenges
in all programs of study. Students will explore their interests and abilities and engage in relevant activities
to help them understand the world of work. Technology will be a tool to help achieve these standards in
all schools. The WVBE anticipates the provision of sufficient resources and support, including an adequate
system of professional learning, appropriate instructional resources, and reliable assessment measures,
to realize the goal of producing students who are college- and career-ready as defined by the WVBE.

2.4. Schools, in cooperation with their counties, will determine their individual curriculum, teaching
methods, and instructional design, pursuant to this policy, to assist students in achieving high levels of
performance in the adopted and approved content standards. Appropriate accountability measures will
ensure that students and educators achieve high levels of performance.

§126-42-3. Scope.

3.1. The major purposes of these regulations are to improve the quality of learning and teaching in
the public schools and to ensure that equal educational opportunities are provided to all public school
students. Equal educational opportunities to include, but are not limited to: comparably high quality
programs of study, including exploring career development opportunities; student support programs;
personnel; facilities; instructional resources; supplies; equipment; technology integration; and effective
instructional practices. Given the demands of the global marketplace, it is essential that all students
become lifelong learners prepared for successful entry into post-secondary education or the workplace.

3.2. Ensuring a quality education implies that a thorough and efficient education system exists that
provides equal access to substantive curricular offerings and appropriate related services for all students.
Providing such an education system must be the goal of the WVBE, West Virginia Legislature (Legislature),
WVDE, counties, schools, and the citizens of West Virginia. This policy provides the basic structure for all
education programs and student support services necessary for a thorough and efficient system of
education to be available to all students. The elements of a thorough and efficient system of education
are:

3.2.a. high quality education programs, student services, career exploration, and experiential
learning opportunities;

3.2.b. high quality administrative and instructional practices, personnel, facilities, instructional
resources, technology integration, supplies, and equipment;

3.2.c. a safe and caring environment that fosters supportive relationships, is free from
harassment, intimidation, bullying, discrimination, and other inappropriate forms of conduct, and involves
parents;

3.2.d. an appropriately demanding curriculum for all students, with emphasis on the programs of
study that are aligned with rigorous standards, learning skills and technology tools, and are communicated

to students, parents, and communities; and

3.2.e. accountability measures to ensure the public that a thorough and efficient system of
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education is being provided to students enrolled in the public schools of West Virginia.
§126-42-4. Early Learning Programming.

4.1. Overview of Early Learning Programs (Grades Pre-K-5). Early Learning Programs address the
holistic needs of all students in grades Pre-K-5. A comprehensive approach to early learning is inclusive
of a balanced focus on knowledge and skill-building as well as the development of positive dispositions to
learning. This approach also provides the potential to improve child outcomes and close achievement
gaps. Based on knowledge of child development and developmentally appropriate practices for learners,
the following Early Learning Programmatic levels are established: Early Learning Readiness
(Pre-K-Kindergarten); Early Learning Primary {(Grades 1-2); and Early Learning Intermediate (Grades 3-5).

4.1.a. Early Learning Programs promote a comprehensive approach to strengthening students’
literacy proficiency, specifically regarding the integration of language and communication, mechanics of
reading, and content knowledge in developmentally appropriate contexts. To close the literacy
achievement gap for all students by third grade, Early Learning Readiness and Primary Programs support
students’ development of approaches to learning that provide eagerness for, and interest in, the
processes of learning that lead to literacy proficiency. Opportunities to demonstrate literacy growth over
time as part of a holistic approach to learning include, but are not limited to, measuring students’
proficiency with reading development during the third grade year and beyond. Counties are afforded
flexibility in determining and implementing methods to facilitate high quality early learning programming.
Systemic data-driven processes, such as sustained professional learning, evidence-based coaching
models, and other continuous quality improvement efforts are utilized to promote high quality classroom
instruction in the early learning grades.

4.1.a.1. Early Learning Readiness (Grades Pre-K-Kindergarten). Programs serving students
enrolled in Early Learning Readiness grades help students establish positive dispositions to learning and
provide foundations for development across all domains and content areas to be successful in first grade
and with lifelong learning. Emphases on social/emotional, cognitive, and motor development provide the
foundations of the Early Learning Readiness grades. To support school readiness efforts and to assure the
use of developmentally effective methods for students prior to entering first grade, Early Learning
Readiness grades utilize the WVBE-approved school readiness framework per W. Va. 126C5R28, Policy
2525, West Virginia’s Universal Access to Quality Early Education System (Policy 2525). A primary
component of the school readiness framework is the West Virginia Early Learning Reporting System (WV
ELRS), a formative assessment process that provides ongoing individual and population outcome data to
inform instruction, personalize learning, and share students’ progress with families. The formative
assessment process also ensures that developmentally appropriate interactions, competencies,
experiences, and skills are measured effectively. Data reporting for West Virginia Pre-K occurs three times
per year per Policy 2525, and for Kindergarten at least one time during the last reporting window using
the WV ELRS.

4.1.a.2. Early Learning Primary (Grades 1-2). The Early Learning Primary grades build on the
comprehensive approach to personalizing learning inherent in the Early Learning Readiness grades and
provide a context for the development of knowledge and skill building across all content areas.
Development continues to span across a broad spectrum for all students and is significant in the offering
of daily instruction. Using a formative assessment process that provides data to inform instruction,
personalize learning, and share students’ progress with families, Grades 1 and 2 programs employ
formative assessment methods to assure developmentally appropriate interactions, competencies,
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experiences, and skills are measured effectively. To gauge the extent to which students are progressing
toward proficiency in English language arts and mathematics standards, it is recommended that the WV
ELRS be utilized up to four times per year for students in grades one and two.

4.1.a.3. Early Learning Intermediate (Grades 3-5). Studentsin the Early Learning Intermediate
grades are beginning the transition into middle childhood. An emphasis on the developmental levels of
these students must be continued to support personalized learning by maintaining a balance between

content-specific focus and integration of content areas of study.

4.2. Chart 1: Comprehensive Pre-K through Grade 5 Standards-Focused Approach to Learning.

Chart 1: Comprehensive Pre-K through Grade 5 Standards-Focused Approach to Learning

A holistic approach to early learning requires teachers to be knowledgeable about child development
and skilled in providing experiences that meet students’ needs.
physical development are interrelated domains which emphasize the development of positive
dispositions to learning.

Social/emotional, cognitive, and

Developmental
Domain:
Social/Emetional

Social and Emotional
Domains

Personal and Social
Relationships and

Development

Knowledge of Family
and Community

Academic and Learning
Development

Career Development
and Life Planning

Global Citizenship

Early Learning programming focuses on students’
social and emotional development to lay the
foundation for all learning. Progressive physical,
cognitive, and academic development depends on a
student’s ability to intentionally engage in learning
activities through a variety of modalities. Essential to
this process is the student’s ability to self-regulate and
persist in activities when challenged with new
experiences.

Active learning is achieved through students’ ability to
solve problems within the context of positive
relationships, communicate their needs effectively,
and evaluate themselves. Effective teaching strategies
help students develop strong self-regulation, which in
turn prepares students to succeed in school. These
social and emotional foundations are also reflected in
W. Va. 126CSR44U, Policy 2520.19, West Virginia
College- and Career-Readiness Dispositions and
Standards for Student Success for Grades K-12 {Policy
2520.19) and Policy 2525.

Developmental
Domain:
Cognitive

Content Areas

English Language Arts
(ELA)

Mathematics

Music

Science

Social Studies

Visual Art

Best practices for a comprehensive approach to early
learning instruction indicate appropriate and sufficient
emphases in all content areas are provided.
Developmentally appropriate integration of literacy,
numeracy, and other content is utilized to provide
rigor based on students’ prior experiences,
knowledge, and developmental levels.

Develocpmental

Pre-K through Grade 5 Practices for Wellness Education
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Domain: Physical Education Students in Early Learning Programs require multiple
Physical opportunities to engage in play and movement
experiences throughout the instructional day,
enhancing the critical link between physical activity
and brain functioning.

In grades Kindergarten-5 at least 30 minutes of
physical education, including physical exercise and age
appropriate physical activities, for at least three days
a week shall be provided as per W. Va. Code §18-2-7a.
At least 50 percent of class time for physical education
will be spent in moderate to vigorous-intensity
physical activity. Schools that do not currently have
the number of certified physical education teachers or
required physical setting may develop alternate
programs to enable current staff and physical settings
to be used to meet this requirement. Alternate
programs shall be submitted to the WVDE for
approval.

Physical Activity In grades Kindergarten-5 physical activity in the form
of recess or informal physical activity will be provided
for at least 30 minutes daily for all students.

West Virginia Universal Pre-K classrooms are required
to offer at least 60 minutes of daily outdoor activity,
weather permitting. Indoor time may be utilized when
weather conditions are not conducive to outdoor
activity. Physical activity is provided through an
integrated approach as part of the comprehensive
curricular framework as defined by Policy 2525.

4.3. Chart 2. Grades Pre-K through Grade 5 Classroom Learning Environments, Routines, and
Instructional Practices.

Chart 2: Classroom Learning Environments, Routines, and Instructional Practices (Grades Pre-K—5)

Early Learning Programs provide responsive environments that include time, space, and
developmentally appropriate materials necessary to create print- and language-rich environments
conducive for learning and integration of standards. Classrooms are designed and equipped in a manner
that supports discovery, small group and individual learning, exploration, and problem solving. Early
Learning Readiness, Primary, and Intermediate classrooms have sufficient quantity and variety of
appropriate materials and resources to support student-centered learning.

Early Learning Readiness, Primary, and Intermediate educators ensure that sufficient time is provided
for students to engage in developmentally appropriate and effective experiences that promote
developmental growth and mastery of content and skills in all applicable state-approved content
standards.
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Early Learning Readiness and Primary programs ensure that | Early Learning Intermediate
transitions are minimized throughout the day to provide students | programs ensure that blocks of
with maximized opportunities to engage in developmentally | time are sufficient in duration for
effective experiences. student engagement and content
integration.

Early Learning Readiness grades | Early Learning Primary grades | Early Learning Intermediate
utilize a holistic approach to | integrate content areas through | grades focus on integrated
ensure content areas are | developmentally  appropriate | instruction that includes student-
interrelated, not addressed in | experiences and instruction | driven experiences based on
isolation, and are based on | based on interests and prior | interests and prior knowledge.

developmentally  appropriate | knowledge. Students in these grades may be
experiences that focus on ready for developmentally
students’ interests and prior appropriate instruction that is
knowledge. content area focused.

Instruction in Early Learning Readiness, Primary, and Intermediate Programs is personalized and based
on the formative assessment process. Collecting authentic evidence is a central component to
documenting student progress.

Early Learning Readiness grades | Appropriate implementation of Personalized Learning foundations
focus on individualized learning | may be utilized to help students achieve mastery or above in
through a developmental | English/language arts and mathematics in all Early Learning Primary
context. and Intermediate grades.

§126-42-5. Middle School Programming.

5.1. Grades 6 through & Standards-focused Curriculum.

Foundations for High Quality Developmentally Appropriate Middle School Programming (Grades 6-8)

Middle School Programming builds on the results of early childhood education and transitions students
into the high school program. Successful middle school programs are characterized by a culture that is
inviting, inclusive, and supportive of all. Significant academic learning experiences, characterized by
rigorous content, vigorous instruction, and high expectations for all learners within a developmentally
appropriate, safe, and supportive school, are the norm. The middle school experience is challenging,
exploratory, integrative, and relevant. Middle school educators use multiple learning and teaching
approaches resulting in authentic engagement in active, purposeful learning. Students learn to
understand important concepts, develop essential skills, and apply what they learn to real-world
problems. The environment and culture of middle school should lead to every student having at least
one trusted adult advocate who is familiar with the student’s academic development and personal
goals. The creation of this learning community of both adults and students produces a stable and
mutually respectful relationship that supports the students’ personal, intellectual, ethical, and social
growth.

The programs of study will be taught by a team of qualified teachers. A diverse set of developmentally
appropriate instructional strategies will scaffold students to mastery and beyond of the grade level
content standards. The principal and a team of teachers will determine an adequate amount of time
necessary to achieve mastery of the approved content standards for each course and effectively
address the academic needs of all students in the literacy skills of reading, writing, speaking and
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listening, and language in all content areas.

Content Areas

Required Courses

Additional Information

English Language Arts
(ELA)

ELAG6

ELA 7

ELA B or

ELA 6 and Reading 6
ELA 7 and Reading 7
ELA 8 and Reading 8

To address literacy needs counties may choose
to utilize a separate course code for readingin
addition to the required ELA course.

Mathematics

Math 6

Math 8 Substitutions:

Math 7 High School Algebra | for 8" Graders

Math 8 High School Math | for 8 Graders
Science Science 6

Science 7

Science 8

Social Studies

Social Studies 6
Social Studies 7
WV Studies 8

Career Exploration

Note: Counties will
implement a
comprehensive Career
Exploration middle school

experience by July 1, 2021.

This experience may
include but it is not limited
to Career Technical
Education (CTE)
Foundational Courses,
stand-alone Career
Exploration Courses and
mini courses (e.g. Home
Economics, Home Repair,
Robotics, etc.), field trips,
guest speakers, and career
mentors.

Integrated Career
Exploration 6 — 8

or

Career Exploration 6
Career Exploration 7
Career Exploration 8

In accordance with W. Va. Code §18-9D-193,
comprehensive middle schools must provide
learning opportunities where students are
provided: a comprehensive curriculum with
embedded career exploration and project-
based career activities; career development and
counseling; and learning and life connection
experiences for all students. All students will
receive structured, on-going experiences for
career awareness, exploration, decision-making,
instructional Career and Technical Education
(CTE) practices and career preparation exposing
students to all 16 career clusters. Career
development must include career exploration,
entrepreneurial experiences, and/or Simulated
Workplace learning for all students in grades 6,
7, and 8. Students must document a
personalized career portfolio that s
transportable throughout the student’s middle
and high school career. Students may utilize
career exploration, the Lexile® Career Database,
CTE Foundational Courses, Career Cruising®, and
multiple learning activities to guide education
and career planning.
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Computer Science

Note: Integrated
Technology and Computer
Science will be delivered
within all content areas

Integrated
Technology and
Computer Science
6-8

Discovering
Computer Science or
a county-created
computer science
course

Students will be provided regular opportunities
within the context of other coursework to
master the 6-8 grade-band standards set forth in
W. Va. 126CSR44N, Policy 2520.14, West
Virginia  College- and  Career-Readiness
Standards for Technology and Computer Science
(Policy 2520.14). Students will be provided
sufficient opportunities in digital literacy,
computer science and technology skills to meet
the 6-8 grade-band standards by the end of 8"
grade.

Music Music 6-8 or Grade-band and/or individual courses for grades
Music 6 6-8 in music, choral, and instrumental music
Music 7 (band or orchestra) will be offered to all
Music 8 students during the middle school experience.
Chorus or instrumental music may be
substituted for a general music course at each
grade level.
Visual Art Visual Art 6-8 or Grade-band or individual courses for grades 6-8

Visual Art &
Visual Art 7
Visual Art 8

in visual art will be offered to all students during
the middle school experience.

Wellness Education

Note: Schools not having
the number of certified
physical teachers or
required physical setting
may develop alternate
programs that will enable
current staff and physical
settings to be used to meat
the physical education
requirements. Alternate
programs shall be
submitted to the WVDE for
approval.

Wellness Education 6
or PE 6 and Health 6

Wellness Education 7
or PE 7 and Health 7

Wellhess Education 8
or PE 8 and Health 8

Wellness education includes both physical
education and health standards that must be
taught towards mastery each year in grades 6-8.
Physical education, including physical exercise
and age appropriate physical activities, must be
taught at least one full period of each school day
of one semester of the school year (W. Va. Code
§18-2-7a). At least 50 percent of class time for
physical education will be spent in moderate to
vigorous-intensity physical activity.

Physical Activity:

Opportunities will be provided for an additional
30 minutes of moderate to vigorous integrated
physical activity daily to keep students physically
active throughout the school year.

World Languages

World Language 7
World Language 8

A course in the same world language will be
offered for students in grade 7 and grade 8.
Offering a world language in grade 6 is
encouraged.

Counties may offer a high school credit-bearing
world language course in place of World
Language grade 7 and grade 8.
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Social and Emoticnal Through a Comprehensive School Counseling
Advisory System for Program, middle schools will implement a
Student Success continuous advisory system that provides

students with meaningful supportive

relationships and maximizes each student’s
personalized learning experience.

The advisory system will be evidence- and
standards-based to systemically address Policy
2520.19 and include the development of each
student’s Personalized Education Plan (PEP),
career portfolio, social emotional learning, and
the teaching of other skills that enhance school
success, and build competent, engaged citizens.

5.2. Grades 6 through 8 Personalized Education Plans (PEP). Refer to Appendix D for requirements
of the PEP for students.

§126-42-6. High School Programming.

6.1. Grades 9 through 12 Standards-focused Curriculum and Graduation Requirements.

Foundations for High Quality Developmentally Appropriate High School Programming (Grades 9-12)

Courses needed for graduation require mastery of approved content standards. Students should
consult with their chosen post-secondary educational/training institution when choosing course
options and electives. The required courses outlined below build strong content knowledge and
extend disciplines by engaging students in work of quality and substance. In grades 9 and 10, students
build foundational knowledge and skills. In grades 11 and 12, students enter into the personalized
aspect of their PEP, focusing carefully on selected coursework that leads to successful completion of
their personal and academic goals. Each student’s coursework will be designed to lead directly to
placement in entry-level, credit-bearing academic college courses, completion of an
industry-recognized certificate or license, a workforce training program, or job placement. Students
who do not demonstrate mastery of the approved content standards shall be provided extra assistance
and time through personalized learning and support.

22 total credits required -—~ 12 Prescribed --- 10 Perscnalized
Subject Graduation Requirements Persanalized Course Options
English Language | 3 Prescribed Credits Recommended College and Career
Arts (ELA) English 9 Readiness Course Options and
4 credits English 10 Courses Required to be Offered
English 11 English 12 or Transition English Language

Arts for Seniors

1 Additional Persenalized Credits | Additienal Course Options

from Course Options English 12 CR
Technical English Language Arts
An Advanced Placement (AP®), Creative Writing and Reading
Dual Credit, or International English Language Arts College Courses
Baccalaureate {IB®) ELA course County-created and Approved English

Language Arts Courses based on student
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may be substituted for any ELA
credit.

need and interest insuring state
standards for English are met

Mathematics
4 credits

2 Prescribed Credits
Math | or Algebra |
Math Il or Geometry

2 Additional Personalized Credits
from Course Options

An AP®, Dual Credit, or IB®
Mathematics course may be
substituted for any Mathematics
credit.

Recommended College and Career
Readiness Course Options and
Courses Required to be Offered

Math Il STEM or Math IIl LA or Algebra Il

Math IV - Trigonometry/Pre-calculus,

Applied Statistics, Transition Mathematics
for Seniors

Additional Course Options

Math | Lab (when taught in conjunction
with Math [)

Algebra | Support {(when taught in
conjunction with Algebra )

Applied 5tatistics

AP® Computer Science A

Advanced Mathematical Modeling

Calculus

Statistics

Probability and Statistics

Quantitative Reasoning

STEM Readiness Mathematics

Math Il TR

Math IV TR

Mathematics college courses

Computer Science and Mathematics

County-created and Approved Math
Courses higher than Math |l or Algebra ||

Technical Transition Math

Financial Algebra

Science
3 credits

2 Prescribed Credits
Earth and Space Science (Grade 9)
Biology or AP® Biology (Grade 10)

1 Additional Personalized Credit
from Course Options

An AP®, Dual Credit, or IB® Science
course may be substituted for a
science credit.

Recommended College and Career
Readiness Course Options and
Courses Required to be Offered

Chemistry

Human Anatomy and Physiology
Physics

Physical Science

Additional Course Options

Environmental Science

Forensics

Science college courses

Computer Science — GIS

County-created and Approved Science
Courses

CTE Courses:

AC Energy and Power (Courses 1-4)

10
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Animal and Plant Biotechnology
Principles of Agriculture Science-Plan
Principles of Engineering

Human Body Systems

AC Innovations in Science and Technology
{Courses 1-4)

Natural Resources Management
Therapeutic Services (Courses |, I, and 111)

Social Studies

3 Prescribed Credits

Recommended College and Career

4 credits 1 Credit from World Studies or an Readiness Course Options and
AP® Social Studies Course Courses Required to be Offered
1 Credit from United States (US) Contemporary Studies
Studies® or US Studies Economics
Comprehensive, or AP® US History | Geography
1 Credit from Civics (includes World Studies
personal finance) or AP® Additional Course Options
Government and Politics AP® Social Studies Courses
IB® Social Studies Courses
1 Additional Personalized Credit | Financial Literacy
from Course Options Psychology
Social Studies college courses
*Beginning with the 2020-2021 9™ | Dual Credit Courses
grade cohort students who take US | Sociology
Studies must utilize Contemporary | JROTC (Courses I-1V)
Studies as their Personalized Credit | County-created and Approved Social
unless they are utilizing JROTC Studies Courses
Courses |-1V.
Physical 1 Prescribed Credit Additional Course Options
Education (PE) PE 9-12, Integrated PE, or counties | JROTC | and Il will fulfill the 1 credit PE
1 credit may choose to offer requirement
Extracurricular/Interscholastic PE Dual Credit Courses
both graded and non-graded. Other PE courses based on student need
and interest paired with the integrated
online course
Health 1 Prescribed Credit Additional Course Options
1 credit Health 9-12 Health College Courses
Dual Credit Courses
The Arts 1 Personalized Credit Required to be Offered
1 credit Four sequential courses in music (both

An AP®, Dual Credit, or IB® Arts
course may be substituted for any
Arts credit.

choral and instrumental), visual art (general
art and/or studio art), dance, theatre

Course Options

Arts Offerings

Arts College Courses
Arts College Courses

11
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The following CTE courses will fulfill the 1
credit Arts requirement:
s Fundamentals of [llustration (1851)
s Fundamentals of Graphic Design (1857)
s |llustration {1861)
s Graphic Design Applications (1859)
s Ornamental Metal Work (1982)
s Digital Imaging/Multimedia | {1431)
s Drafting Techniques {1727)
s Floriculture (0213)

Personalized
Education Plan
(PEP)

4 credits

4 Personalized Credits

e 4 credits in a CTE Program of
Study

s 4 credits that lead to post-
secondary goals

Each student’s PEP will identify a career
cluster and either a CTE program of study or
course work for the 4 credits that will lead
directly to college placement, attainment of
an industry-recognized certificate or license,
a workforce training program, or job
placement {(Appendix D).

Best practices encourage students to
experience the following: an AP®, IB®, dual
credit, and/or Advanced Career (AC) course
with corresponding examination, 2 credits in
one world language, an additional science, a
computer science, an online/digital learning
experience, entrepreneurial experiences,
and/or 4 credits (culminating in acquisition
of industry-recognized CTE credential
focused on career aspirations).

Career and
Technical
Education

See section 6.3: Career and
Technical Education

Required to be Offered
One foundational course that teaches
parenting skills

Recommendation

Counties are encouraged to expand career
exploration and offer CTE foundational
courses and CTE programs of study in
grades 9 and 10.

Community
Readiness

Counties may allow students with disabilities
to earn 4 credits in Community Readiness
Training recommended through an IEP Team
as a personalized, non-CTE program of study.

Electives

County Board of Education
Members (CBEM) have the
authority to set graduation
requirements beyond the state
minimum for schools in their
counties. Students may typically
earn up to 32 credits on a block

schedule and up to 28 on a

When choosing electives, students should
consult with their chosen post-secondary
educational institution to make sure the
electives are appropriate and acceptable.

12
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traditional schedule over their high

school careers.

Computer
Science

Required to be Offered
One Course in Computer Science

Additional Course Options

Computer Science in the Modern World

AP® Computer Science Courses

Information Technology (IT)

Information Management

Web Development

Other courses based on student need and
interest

CTE Computer Science/IT Courses

County-created Computer Science/IT
Courses

College Computer Science Courses

World Languages

Recommended College- and Career-
Readiness Course QOptions:

Most four-year colleges and universities
require the completion of a least two credits
of the same world language before or during
post-secondary programming. Students
need to consult with their post-secondary
educational institutions concerning world
language requirements.

Required to be Offered

Three levels of one world language
Students who demonstrate proficiency in
two languages (English and one additional)
can receive the Seal of Biliteracy.

Additional Course Options

Other world languages and additional levels
based on student need and interest

AP® World Language

World Language college courses

Driver Education

Required to be Offered
One Course in Driver Education

Social and
Emotional
Advisory System
for Student
Success

Required

Through a Comprehensive School
Counseling System, high schools will
implement a continuous advisory system
that provides students with meaningful
supportive relationships and maximizes each
student’s personalized learning experience.
The advisory system will be evidence- and
standards-based to systemically address
Policy 2520.19 and include the development
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